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work CAMps 2009: Three weeks of great volunteering

the old saying that the more
things change the more they stay
the same. Changes included a new
work camp director, Paul Buckley,
a long-time EAM work camper from
Plymouth, Mich., who stepped in
when the former director, Kate Han-
non, resigned to return to school, a
new cook, and the first ever all-
female work camp week.

Eleven families helped by 67 campers

We had a total of 67 work campers
from12 dioceses. Two work camp-
ers came for the entire three week
period and one came from Colorado
for two weeks. Thanks to these
dedicated volunteers, eleven fami-
lies have warmer, safer, drier and
more convenient homes. We built
and/or rebuilt handicapped bath-
rooms, replaced rotten floors and
kitchen cabinets, redid porches and
railings, painted, and did plumbing
work. And, of course, we visited and
got to know our host families.

The first week was very unusual.
It had the only group that has ever
been without a priest in atten-
dance, the only group that has had
only one teenager, and the only
all-female group. Well, all-female
except for Paul. He referred to the
group, which ranged in age from 16

family and was still being compli-
mented on it two weeks later.

The second week was about half
teens and half adults. A newlywed
couple from the Diocese of Maryland
who met at an EAM work camp sev-
eral years ago continued their work
camp tradition. Participants started
the large project of putting a new
roof on a trailer. The project was
made more difficult by the fact that
there was an addition to the trailer
that was causing some of the leak-
age, so it needed to be incorporated
into the structure that would cover
all the differing heights and angles.
(See photos on page 4).

Week three participants worked
to finish up some of the large proj-
ects that had been begun in week
two and to build a new ramp for
a young girl in a wheelchair. (See
article by Cathy Deats on page 7).

‘Like a big family reunion’

As always, each Friday evening fea-
tured a picnic to which all host
families, former years’ host families,
and local musicians were invited.
Some of the local families have been
coming for enough years that work
campers feel they have watched the
children grow up. It's like a big family

age limit.

are included, as is group reflection time.

with a bathroom and shower.

T Registration open for |

EAM willsponsor three work camps in 2010: July 18-24; July 25-31: and August 1-7.
Work camps are open for individuals and small groups (usually no more than six
from any one congregation). Work campers must be at least rising tenth graders. There is no upper

EAM bases its work camp experiences on the last three questions of the Baptismal Covenant:
“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?...Will you seek and serve
Christ in all persons?...Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?” In this context, the work comes second to forming relationships between the
work campers and the people who welcome them into their homes. Morning and evening worship

The work groups interact with local families as they do home rehab work. Cost per person is
$220.00, which includes food and lodging and covers a small portion of the building materials used.

Accommodations at Grace House are in bunk houses — one for males and one for females — each

Contact the EAM office at smelledge@aol.com to reserve a slot.

Susan Escobedo, Diocese of Maryland (left), who helped out all three weeks (!) of this year's
work camps, teaches teens how to use a saw.

reunion. The picnic and music con-
sistently rank as the highlight of
the week. That is especially true
when work campers are willing to
share their talents with the group.
The pictures and stories in this
issue will give you an idea of how

Fall grants awarded

meaningful the experience is to the
work campers and host families
alike. And, in this time of talk about
stimulus packages, it is good to
know that the three weeks of EAM
work camps added about $18,000
to the local economy.

EAM small grants program
brings hope to distressed

communities

piscopal Appalachian Ministries
E awarded grants totaling

$15,311 to nine projects in
six dioceses in the fall grant cycle.
This brings the total amount
awarded through the Appalachian
Initiatives Grants program in 2009
to $18,620.

Grantee organizations offer
variety of services

Grants were given to the Young
Adult Ministry Diocesan Program
of the Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia ($2,900); to the Shoes:
Gospel of Love Program, Trinity
Episcopal Church in Parkersburg,
W. Va., which provides shoes for
low-income families ($500); to All
Saints, Portsmouth, Ohio Coun-
seling Center for addiction services
and housing ($2,411); and to Spirit
of Christmas for Kids (SOCKS), a
program of St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, Washington Courthouse,
Ohio ($500).

Other grants went to the
Loaves and Fishes Thrift Store,
St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
Hancock, Md., ($2,500); to Volun-
teer Ministry Center of Knoxville
(Diocese of East Tennessee) for
emergency assistance ($1,500);
to St. John's Episcopal Church,
Charleston, W. Va., for Spokes 4
Folks for bike shop equipment
to help their efforts to provide
bicycles for low cost transporta-
tion to people who need a way to
get around ($700); and to Trinity
Episcopal Church, Parkersburg,
W.Va., for their Parish Nurse Min-
istry ($1,700). A grant of $2,600
for a scholarship program in East-
ern Kentucky, a cooperative effort
of St. Mary'’s, Hillsboro, Ohio (Dio-
cese of Southern Ohio) and St.
Mary’s, Middlesboro, Ky. (Diocese
of Lexington) is the first cross-
diocesan award.

... continued on page 3
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Crossing the river succeeds:
Mountain Grace VI

MOUNTAIN

Mountain Grace Conference Sept.

12 at St. John’s, Huntington,
W.Va. It was the first time the annual
Appalachian ministry conference
was held outside Southern Ohio,
where it began in 2004. This was
also the most ecumenical gathering
to date, including Methodists, Lu-
therans and Catholics among the
presenters and participants. Cross-
ing the river did not deter scores of
Southern Ohioans from attending a
conference they value.

E ighty-four people flocked to the

Many people hurting
physically and spiritually

The conference theme “Keeping the
Faith in Hard Times” provided the
focus both for the keynote and for
the eight workshops. “This theme
acknowledged the fact that in this
time of economic crisis a lot of peo-
ple are hurting, both physically and

needs of the poor, but also estab-
lished dispensaries, schools, loan
funds, and industries to provide
jobs. Wesley also taught steward-
ship: “earn all you can, save all you
can, so you can give all you can.”

Wesley's four remedies — fi-
nancial management, micro-credit,
job creation, and affordable health
care — could not be more timely,
Fisher said. “Now is the time for the
Church to step up and revive the
people,” he said. “Now is the time
to hit our knees to pray. But now
is the time to stand up to create
opportunities for the poor, to lead
people out of poverty.”

Environmental
sustainability and human health

Two of the Mountain Grace work-
shops illustrated tools within ev-
eryone’s reach to recover environ-
mental sustainability and human

Methodist pastors Jeffrey Allen (I) and Larry Fisher (second from left) teaching workshop on faith-based
economic development at the Mountain Grace conference, which was held at St. John’s, Huntington, the
first time it's been hosted by the Diocese of West Virginia, long a conference sponsor. On the right is the
Ven. Faith Perrizo, a member of the planning committee.

spiritually and the Church is work-
ing hard to respond,” says Patricia
Haldeman of the Diocese of West
Virginia's DisciplesNet, one of the
conference sponsors.

Keynoter: Church must be
‘the balancing point’

“It is time for Anglicans — and this
Methodist — to rise up and talk
about the triple bottom line: profits,
planet, and people,” said keynote
speaker, United Methodist pastor
Larry Fisher, director of the busi-
ness incubator at ACEnet in Ath-
ens, Ohio, a leader in rural econom-
ic development. “The Church needs
to be the balancing point, ensuring
that economic revival includes the
people.”

He challenged Episcopalians to
model their work on John Wesley,
the Anglican priest whose revival
movement gave birth to the Meth-
odist Church.

Parallels with
John Wesley's time

Fisher cited parallels for today’s eco-
nomic crisis in Wesley's time: dis-
placement of rural workers, soaring
unemployment, lack of health care,
and war. Wesley collected alms, food
and clothing to meet the immediate

health: “Toward a Healthy Plane-
tary Future,” presented by Sr. Pau-
la Gonzalez, S.C., a biologist and
founder of Ohio Interfaith Power
and Light, and an environmen-
tal workshop conducted by Paul
Clever and Micki Smith Darnauer
of Athens, Ohio, who shared practi-
cal tips on how volunteer networks
can provide incredible amounts
of locally grown fresh food to poor
people.

Disasters, hard times, and prayer

Our Lutheran partners offered a
workshop on how congregations can
respond to disasters such as burn-
outs and floods. Mary Woodward of
Lutheran Social Services of Central
Ohio helps Episcopal congregations
in Southern Ohio in their disaster
response work. Her West Virginia
counterpart, Sherri Shaefer, does
similar work in West Virginia.

The workshop on Prayer in Hard
Times was one of the most popular.
The Rev. Deacon Carol Callahan and
Sr. Faith Margaret, CSC, described
the four types of prayer and offered
helpful advice on the practice of
prayer as a spiritual discipline. “God
knows what we want,” said Sr. Faith
Margaret, “but the act of prayer
helps us to focus.”

Creative
programming
and social
networking

In the Ministry
in Hard Times
workshop, rep-
resentatives of
severalWestVir-

CIRACE Vi

Examples given
of ways churches

can help
The Rev. Larry
Fisher, keynoter,

and the Rev. Jeff-
rey Allen of West
Virginia, who are
both United Metho-

ginia congrega-

tions convened

by Archdeacon Faith Perrizo de-
scribed the kinds of ministries they
are currently operating. One of the
problems they address is people’'s
lack of cash. “Lack of funding leads
to poor nutrition and this leads to
diabetes and other nutrition-re-
lated diseases,” said one speaker.
“Programs have to offer activities
for recreational time as well as food
distribution.” One attendee de-
scribed a program for preschoolers
which is held on a bus.

“Social networking takes the
primary cultural value of Appala-
chians and applies it to the web,”
said the Rev. Jeffrey Queen in his
workshop on social networking and
evangelism. “When Appalachians
meet, they spend the first five to ten
minutes on genealogy. This is our
need to be connected, to be ground-
ed.” He then explained how to use

dist pastors, of-
fered a wealth
of current practical examples of
faith-based economic development,
including using church facilities for
low-cost space for start-up busi-
nesses. Fisher referred to ‘income
patching” such as cooking, altera-
tions, an answering service and
other small businesses that can
generate $6,000-$7,000 a year for a
family with very little overhead out
of space rented by a church. They
described how micro-loans, busi-
ness mentoring, and advocacy for
policy changes can all be organized
by churches.

2010 Mountain Grace

Conference sponsors include the
dioceses of Southern Ohio and West
Virginia, DisciplesNet, Episcopal
Appalachian Ministries, Episcopal
Community Services Foundation,
Rural Ministries Network and the

Participants from Southern Ohio and West Virginia listen intently to the Mountain Grace keynoter Larry
Fisher of ACEnet, Athens, Ohio.

diocesan web sites, www.blogspot.
com and other web resources in
spreading the Christian message.

Learnings from next triennium

In a workshop on Jubilee Ministry
in Appalachia, the Rev. Christo-
pher Johnson, Domestic Justice
and Jubilee Ministry officer for
the Episcopal Church, described
the Church’s approach to domes-
tic poverty. “In the next triennium,
there will be a new initiative in
Native American ministry,” said
Johnson. “Then we will see how
the learnings can be applied to Ap-
palachia and other regions.” The
seven Jubilee Ministry Centers in
West Virginia and six in Southern
Ohio include churches, ecumeni-
cal or community-based non-prof-
its, and a diocesan charity (ECSF),
which provide human services, re-
sources ministry, and/or advocacy
for social justice.

Evangelical Lutheran Coalition for
Ministry in Appalachia. The seventh
Mountain Grace conference will be
held October 9th, 2010, probably in
the Marietta, Ohio area.

““ The keynoter. . .
offered a wealth of
current practical
examples of faith-based
economic development,
including using
church facilities for

low-cost space for

start-up businesses. 77







